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We take it for granted that our world today is the inevitable benefit of evolution
Conparing today with any other century in the past, and we can see that nobst human
bei ngs are freer, have nore choices, than our ancestors. This is certainly true for
technol ogi cal changes. Mddern energy (replacing fire and the horse); travel (train,
pl ane, car, ship) is better than horse and carriage; nedicine (vaccines, drugs,
surgery) is light years better than the barber/surgeon; even how we treat wonen and
children as fell ow human beings is a great inprovenent over the violence that was
expected in all previous human history. None of us would opt for a tinme-nachine
opportunity to live any tinme in the past.

But taking our world standards today for granted would be a great mistake. It is not
soci al evolution that provided a world order in which goods enjoy nostly free trade;
that nost nations live free of warfare and the bullying of a neighbor (except for
Putin\222s Russia and its attacks on Georgia and Ukrai ne); where fam ne and energencies
are addressed by a United Nations ready to hel p; where dozens of denocraci es where
voting and free elections are the normrather than dictatorships; where the najority

of governnent representatives speak English, French, or Chinese, rather than

t housands of nutually inconprehensible | anguages; none of this was an accident.

Worl d order does not happen by accident, nor can it survive without effort. It is not
inevitable. In historian Robert Kagan\?222s book, The World Anerica Made (2012), we can
see that if America had not existed, we could not have seen the great powers no

| onger at constant warfare since 1950; billions of people lifted out of poverty (4%
annual GDP increase rather than 1% ; Polio and Smal | pox eradi cated gl obally and ot her
endem ¢ pl agues on the way to eradication; the growi ng expectation that wonen are
fell ow human bei ngs, not breeders and servants, despite centuries of just that; that
the world can have a unified nonetary system unified rules for international nmail

air travel, and other essential systems. W could not have had a war trial for the
Nazi s and Japanese after their loss in Wrld War 11, thanks to an international court
establ i shed by an international system (United Nation) w thout Anerica\222s |eadership

The worl d does not order itself; order requires enforcenent by a very strong | eader
W have had world order makers before: Ancient Rone created one that |asted for 500
years, but when Rone fell, its world order fell with it. The Dark Ages denonstrated
what a world | ooks Iike when world order falls: chaos, endless warfare, hunger, and
even |l oss of literacy. People |lost the recipe for the glue that holds things together
for the next 500 years.

Technol ogy and the evolutionary benefits resulting fromthe scientific revolution
junp-started social revolutions: the invention of the printing press was essential in
br eaki ng the strangl ehold of religion and nonarchy. Enpire building propelled
fornerly m nor powers into superpowers spanning the gl obe. The great states of Europe
were evolving politically at hone, and spreading these values to the weaker states

t hey conquered.

The great European states, particularly England, becane the nonetary giants of the
wor | d, financing much of the new devel opments in technology and in politics. Some of
the world lived better than ever in human history since the height of the Ronan
Enpire. Yet this otherw se progressive period was blighted by two devastating world
wars, and at the end of that period, another world war, a nuclear war between the
Sovi et Union and US | ooned.

How was this threat ended, and what kind of world do we see ahead?

The United States has been the one essential nation since the end of World Var 11. W
were responsible for the birth of the UN, the Wrld Bank, free trade protected by the
Anerican navy, tutoring in denocracy for nmany nations with horrible histories before

now, and social changes in civilizing issues: the treatnent of wonen, the decline of

religion, the normof rule of law, the rise of literacy and scientific progress, and

raising mllions of people out of poverty.

Next time: Anerica\l222s greatest advantage.

688 wor ds

Lai na Farhat-Hol zman is a historian, |ecturer, and author of "How Do You Know That ?



Contact her at Lfarhat102@nuil.com or www. gl obal t hi nk. net.



