Solving the Alienation
Post ed On: Decenber 31, 1969

As | wote in nmy last colum, Fiona Hill, our former Russia expert who served in the
Ghanma and Trunp admi ni strations, has provided a uni que examni nati on of conparabl e
popul ar discontent in the US, England, and Russia. By conparing them she has focused
on a conmon cause: societal disruption so rapid and severe that |arge sectors of
society are left feeling abandoned. Wen people are feeling abandoned by their
governments, they are vulnerable to populist scoundrels who prom se them | eadership
(and revenge).

In all three countries, major industries becane obsolete---primarily coal and big
manuf act uri ng. When workers have been supported (even badly supported) by such

i ndustries, their closure | eaves themw thout any new jobs to fill the gap. Their
resentnent is magnified when other sectors: urban, educated, and with new
technol ogi es, are flourishing. This causes a big divide anong the "elites" and the
"comon people."

The US, says Hill, has wasted hunman capital on an enormpus scal e over the last forty
years by constraining social nobility for mllions of people. People in the obsolete
i ndustries cannot just pick up and nove. At |east the ol der nenbers cannot. Many of
these regi ons have been hone to their people for generations. Wen industries die, so
do all the anenities in their towns: shops, cinemas, schools, health insurance, and
even food markets. Governnent dol e keeps them barely surviving.

The north of England, had poverty after the closure of the mines and industries,
enterprises that had nade Britain rich in the past, that dwarfs our own countries
poor regions. But better than we have done, despite despair, there were sone systens
and nechani sns that hel ped restore dignity to the region. The National Health Service
(which we still do not have in the US) at |east took care of people\222s health, and
provi ded some jobs to replace those |ost. That was a start.

Health care gives security and renedies for pain, dental deterioration, hearing and

vi sion care, surgery, vaccinations, and all the other things that give us reasonable
lives. The lack of this in such places as West Virginia is evident in health

statistics and the opioid crisis. Mich of West Virginia\222s health care is in the hands
of two visiting nurses in an old bus, a charity, serving renote villages wth aging
popul ati ons.

Food security is another thing that plagues the |left-out sectors. As towns nelt down,
mar ket s vani sh, leaving only fast foods and their health consequences.

Omi ng a house, as we found after the G bill enabled veterans to own hones, is the
next essential step. Renting is a dead end, and even the conpany housing
(substandard) was no | onger avail abl e.

Schooling is the next essential road to recovery. This has becone a problemin the
hol | owed out former industrial communities. As jobs nelt down, so does the
popul ati on, and w t hout popul ation, schools lose their anmenities along with the
students. Rural schools struggle to provide the courses needed for children to get
into universities. This cenents the class disparity that we increasingly see. Qur
country has nmany deteriorating schools in poorer neighborhoods, very different from
the excell ent schools for the nmore educated and nore affluent. This further divides
the population into elites and have-nots, which makes for further bitterness by the
latter, and fear by the former.

Infrastructure is an obvious benefit to everyone. W need good roads for comuti ng,
repaired bridges for safety, Internet networks for everyone (including the
underserved), safe water and air, and neasures to reduce gl obal climte change. Al
of these things provide jobs for the able bodied and for those ol der and sedentary.

Wor ki ng worren have been anmong the |left behind. Child care is essential if wonen are
to work. Elder care is also an underpai d sector. Again, education can produce nore
conpetent wonen in these necessary professions and will benefit all famlies.

Fiona H Il discusses all these sectors and their inportance to rescue and redirect
our countries into a better future. They are best provided in a conprehensive way,
not pieceneal, as was the Franklin Del ano Roosevelt New Deal

This is exactly the generational program President Biden has presented. W should



shortly see the results.
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