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As we watch the failure of one of our nobst sustained efforts at nation building, it
is tine to revisit when this policy can work and when it cannot. If we do not |earn
this, we will continue to blunder into hopel ess situations.

Presi dent Whodrow W1 son established this national aspiration when, at the concl usion
of World War |, he was hopeful that our entry could help "make the world safe for
denocracy." In the wake of that war, three enpires did collapse, and a nunber of
aspiring denocraci es energed.

The Austro-Hungarian Enpire coll apsed into several Central and Eastern European
republics, the nost hopeful of which were Czechosl ovakia and Austria, both of which
wer e educated, sophisticated, and cosnopolitan. However, these states, along with
Yugoslavia, failed to naintain their independence in the face of Fascism and
Conmuni sm

The col | apse of the Russian Enpire freed the Baltic states (Latvia, Lithuania,
Latvia) and Pol and, none of which escaped recapture by the new Conmuni st Russi an
Empire. Russia?s Central Asian colonies alnost inrediately fell to the new Conmuni st
Enpire, as did the npbst eastern European hol di ngs, Ronmania, Bulgaria, and Al bania.

After World War 11, enpires continued to collapse after the fall of Nazi Gernany and
Fasci st Japan, spawni ng new republics. In these countries, Anerican nation building
succeeded. This enbol dened us to think that we could do this everywhere in the world;
serve as the inspiration for buddi ng new countries.

The Muslimmajority world denonstrated fromthe start resistance to denocratization
Only powerful, ruthless enpires had kept ethnic and religious diversity from
conflict. Once enpires were gone, those states reverted to their instinctive

behavi or: corruption, violence, and religious fanaticism There were only two
exceptions: Turkey, the survivor of the collapse of the Gtoman Enpire, and
Azerbaijan, which had a two-year run as a vibrant republic before occupation by
Conmuni st Russia. Iran, which descended fromthe great Persian Enpire, had a
noder ni zi ng i nperial dynasty which survived for four decades, unfortunately falling
to a fascist formof |slam

Ameri can nation building succeeded in nmost of Europe and in Japan because all of
these countries were educated, largely mddle class, and with nodern secul ar culture.
They had all experienced participatory governance before they fell to Fascism The
Amrerican mlitary occupati ons were essential, and were probably the nost benign
exanpl es of power ever exhibited by the wi nners of a war.

The military rounded up for trial and punishment the worst of the fascists, and
encour aged reeducating the popul ation. That we were willing to sustain Anerican
forces to remain in Germany and Japan guaranteed the continuation of the
denocrati zati on process.

Ameri can nation building has not succeeded in countries with testosterone-poisoned
cultures. Those in which the worst aspects of nale behavior (bullying, violent
conpetition, disdain for wonen, and a structure of authoritarianism dom nate. Such
t est ost erone poi soning characterizes religious fundanentalisns (all of then) and

di ctatorshi ps. The better aspects of masculinity (protectiveness, conmpassion
courage, and partnership with wormen) are in short supply in the Mddle East and in
aut horitarian governnents everywhere. They all persecute wonen.

Af ghani stan al so suffers fromits renoteness, far from oceans and surrounded by
potential enenmies. It suffers further fromits cultural history: the wonderfu
cosnopolitan nature of its once silk-route cities but hanpered by its rural
religious, tribal half. It is truly two countries, not one viable one. The eastern
area that abuts lIran (fromwhi ch Af ghani stan was carved) is the nost anenable to
noder ni zati on. The area near Pakistan suffers from poi sonous tribalismand the npst
oppressive and brutal aspects of Islam

Af ghani stan has prevented all three of its inperial attackers from renaining and
bei ng able to nodernize the culture. The British, Russians, and Anericans have al
failed to subdue them enough to bring their culture to nodern standards.

It is nost unfortunate that the Communi st Russian efforts were thwarted by the United
States. The Cold War aborted the Russian near success in enabling nodernization and



suppressing tribalism They were ruthless enough to take on militant Islam but we
ended that campaign by arm ng the very fanatics who | ater attacked us.

The Taliban will ultimately collapse in testosterone-poisoned tribal civil war.
Af ghan wonmen are once nore the victims.
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