The Saudis Are Not Al one in Religious Stanpedes.
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Wen | was a child, nmy father said: "never chase an anbul ance!" He warned that nobs
of people can quickly turn lethal, sonmething that he renmenbered as a child hinself
when pogroms roiled Russia. | have a life-long horror for crushes of people, and,
apparently, w th good reason.

I n Septenber, Saudi Arabia hosted the annual Hajj, an event that they shoul d have by
now | earned how to manage. M Ilions of people descend upon Mecca and reenact a
Korani c story about Abrahanis concubine, Hagar, who had to flee the jeal ousy of
Abrahanmi s wife. She and her boy fled to the desert and nearly perished fromthirst
when mracul ously an angel pointed her to a spring of water. Mislins believe that
Hagar was the nother of all Arab people.

The Hajj is one of the nmandated practices throughout Islam that those who can afford
it should nmake a pilgrimge to Mecca once in their lifetime. Mislins throughout the
worl d scrape up the noney to do this Hajj. And nore often than not, things happen

when so nmany peopl e gather in one place, sometines in the nmindl essness of religious
passion. One facet of this pilgrimge requires casting stones at a rock representing
Sat an (which creeps ne out when | renenber how many wonen are given this sane
treatnent in Islam.

Anot her problemwi th the Hajj is the Muslimcalendar. Unfortunately it is lunar, and
this nmeans that the pilgrinmge time nmoves around the cal endar, sonetimes in the
hottest sunmmer nonths. Once, in the 1930s, an Iranian pilgrimvonmted and the Saud
guards struck off his head. Iran | odged a protest and for several years, forbade

I ranians fromgoing on pilgrinage. There are few places nore hellish than Saud
Arabia in sumer. Again, in 1990, 1,426 died in a stanpede.

This year, there were nore indications of sloppy Saudi managenent, two of themin
Septenber. The first was the collapse of a building crane in the G eat Msque that
crushed a nunber of attendees to death. Two weeks later, during the Hajj, crowd
control was so poor that a nmob of people who should have been going to an exit

i nstead found thensel ves goi ng up an entrance ranp, where 1,470 of themdied in the
panic. It appears that one source of the error was the diversion of people when a
royal entourage pushed the crowd aside.

There was an additional problemin this year’'s Hajj: a shortage of housing for those
coming with little nmoney. In Mecca' s push to "nodernize," traditional nei ghborhoods
with sinple houses have been bull dozed and replaced with hotels with roons going for
$1, 000 per night. Despite the price, many of these new buildings are just waiting for
di saster, as already seen in the crane collapse at the Great Mdsque. The Bin Laden
construction conpany (yes, that Bin Laden famly) was told to get all this
construction done in time for Hajj. They did, having speed trunp quality or safety.
Bui | di ngs often collapse in Saudi Arabia, but the controlled press does not nake the
fuss that a free society would

I ndi a, Pakistan, and Iran have | odged bitter conplaints.

The Saudis, unfortunately, don’'t seemto |earn. This has happened before, and their
handling is wetched. Because so few Saudis thensel ves are guards and ushers in this
pil grimage (Saudi nen don’t |ike work), they outsource it to those from poorer Mislim
countries. In addition, with a multi-Ilingual nob, understanding instructions is no
smal | issue. Crowds, particularly fanatical ones, as ny father noted, becone cattle.

India joins the Saudis in horrible mob managenent. India s annual religious events
are attended by uni magi nabl e nobs. In 2014 al one, three events resulted in stanpedes
that killed 22, 32, and 27, not rising to Saudi standards, but bad enough. |In 2015,
anot her stanpede acconpanied a crowd turning mndless as they wanted to catch the
first glinpse of sonme new idols replacing sonme old ones. Hard to believe in 2015.

In the US, crowd managenent, even in a time of terror threats, was done during Pope
Francis’ visit to the United States. Full credit to our authorities! Wll done!
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