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It has al ways been a nystery to ne why at various points in history, religions have
gone puritanical, viciously hostile to any vestige of pleasure. This is not to say
that puritanismis only nasty; it can also pronbte such good human val ues as

sel f-control, industriousness, and honesty.

American puritanismin the 1600s was one such novenent, a novenent responsible for
the Anerican Protestant Ethic, and it produced a dynamic civilization. But it also
had a dark underbelly in its zeal to eradicate pleasures. For exanple, even America’s
first wonman poet, Anne Bradstreet, was fined for being seen kissing her husband on
their doorstep. Puritanismis always obsessed with sex and | ove as particularly
danger ous fem ni ne powers.

| recently revisited the novie Hawaii, in which early 19th century New Engl and
m ssionaries set out for Hawaii to save pagan souls. This undoubtedly
wel | -intentioned venture did irreparable harmto a society that worked quite well

wi t hout their help. The good Christian values they brought did include saving babies
born with birthmarks or defects fromdeath, a fate that was determ ned by Hawaii an
cul tural values. But unfortunately the m ssionaries brought with thema fear and
dread of sexuality, even within marriage (fear that such |ove detracted fromlove of
CGod) and an utter abhorence of the Hawaiians' joyous and sexual |l y-permni ssive

cul ture.

Engl and went through a phase of puritanismin the 17th century religious wars, and
actually went so far as to replace the monarchy with a Puritan dictator, Qdiver
Cromwel | . The British put up with this for ten years, after which, when Cromnell

di ed, they brought back their king fromexile and becane even wilder in the pursuit
of pl easure.

CGeneva had a horrible ten year period of puritani smunder John Calvin, strictures
that were somewhat renoved after Calvin’s death. But the Swiss still have a taint of
puritani smabout themat tines. Christian puritanismhad a particularly horrible
affect on small children, who were reared with visions of hellfire and eternal pain
puni shments froma fearsome God. Generations lived in fear of hell, a blight on their
lives.

Today, sexual puritanism seens to have vani shed, surviving only in a few fringe
religious groups who regard wormen as tenptresses to be put down. Islam which for
centuries was known for its lusty sexuality (what el se are harens for?) and obsession
with all kinds of sex (pederasty w de spread), is going through a contenporary fit of
puritanism Joy is not to be part of the human experience under these strict
fanatics, and death threats (and assassinati ons) show that they mean it!

In Kashmr, an all-girl rock band, joyously singing but primy dressed, including
proper head-scarfs, gave one concert to the delight of the audience, but not to the
delight of Muslin clerics. To them wonen are never to be seen in public and nust
never be heard (particularly singing). The rock band di shanded after serious death
threats.

In Tunisia, once one of the nore advanced and secul ar Arab states, an opposition
politician conplained about the growing |Islam zation of the newy el ected governnent.
H s conplaints were answered by assassi nation. One cannot criticize Mislimfanatics
with inmunity.

Iran, a country with an old culture of pleasure (w ne, wonmen, song) is
temperanental |y unsuited to puritanical Shiite Islam The | ate Ayatollah Khoneini
once said that a horme shoul d have no furniture; people should sit on the floor and
one neal a day was enough for them He could not quite nmaintain that view when he
actually had to rule Iran, but his successor Ayatollahs have so destroyed the
country’s econony that one neal a day nay indeed cone to be.

Khomeini tried to stop the celebration of the ancient Persian New Year, Now uz, an
old pre-Islam c holiday cel ebrated nmuch as the Chinese celebrate their new year. It
is a holiday of festive food, gifts, music, poetry, and love. Iranians refused to
give it up.

The danger is that too rmuch puritanismcan be foll owed by equally damaging tota
i cense. The Gol den Mean is better.
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