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It is a nystery how decent, ordinary people can becone nurdering savages. Mst hunan
beings on a daily level just struggle to keep their famlies fed and are usually
beni gn to their neighbors. But throughout history, perfectly ordinary people have
been turned into rampagi ng mobs. Furthermore, clearly psychotic |eaders can enchant
ot herwi se rational people into following them | have never understood the appeal of
psychotics (such as Hitler) or fanatics (such as Gsana bin Laden); but then | ama
critical thinker who works at it---whereas |arge nunbers of ordinary people can be

| ed by enotional appeals.

Psychotics are thought to have a brain anomaly; they cannot enpathize or | ove,
abilities that nost of us do have. But if they are intelligent and theatrical, they
can appeal to nornmal people who would otherwise lead their |ives peacefully. In
addition to psychopat hs who have no enpathy with the pain of others, ordinary hunman
bei ngs can also learn to be unfeeling. A psychopath can rape with no feeling for the
victim but his followers can learn to deaden their nornmal feelings so that they too
can rape and torture. Few torturers are born that way; nost learn to do this.

World War | birthed a streak of nurderous nadness that has been with us throughout
the 20th century and into the 21st. Wth psychotic | eaders and foll owers who are
willing to believe that they have the answer to creating a brave new worl d, we have
seen the rise of totalitarianismat war with |iberal denmocracy. Liberal denobcracy is
messy, not always capabl e of solving | arge problens quickly, and requires too nuch
thinking fromits participants. It cannot create an instantly perfect world, but it
has proven better than totalitariani sm

Totalitarian systens claimthat they can fix all problens; they just need an

unquesti oned | eader and theory of governing which they pronote by killing all dissent
and by brainwash their citizens fromchil dhood. These totalitarian systens have so

far been defeated---often at great cost----by a union of |iberal denocracies and the

| eadership (until now) of the United States. Italy, Japan, and Gernmany were defeated
and all three fascist governnents have been replaced by successful |ibera

denocraci es. Russi a\222s enpire collapsed after years of challenge by Iiberal denocracy
(the often unpopular Cold War), but their own |liberal denocracy is still wobbly.

Totalitarianismis hard to kill.

| sat in a caf\351 in Berlin a few years ago and | ooked at nice people at |unch and
wonder ed how just two generations earlier, they could have been hysterically cheering
on Hitler\222s rantings and coul d have obediently (and sonetinmes enthusiastically)
conmitted genocide on Jews, Gypsies, Slavs, and their own dissidents.

In Japan, | see polite, orderly people who two generations earlier raped every person
(men and worren) in Nanking, China and conducted thenselves with horrific cruelty.
CGood Japanese scientists conducted m ndl ess experinents on prisoners of war exactly
as the Nazis had. How could this be?

Today, a backward Muslimworld has been taken over by the | atest fascismde jour,
mlitant Islam W understand the phil osophies of Nazi smand Comruni sm but npst

don\ 222t understand Islamsm which is just as nurderous and fanatical as their fascist
predecessors and teachers. They have declared war on us, on every non-Mislimstate
borderi ng them going after Thais, Buddhists, Hindus, Christian Africans, and
noderni zi ng Muslinms who want Islamto be a personal religion, not an ideol ogy. They
mean busi ness. Neither nurder, suicide/nurder, nor genocide are out of bounds to

them nor trying to subvert nodern |iberal denocracies, accusing all critics of being

| sl anobphobes.

We have unwittingly pronmoted elections in Muslimmajority countries, not insisting on
i beral denocracy. W now see new governments repl aci ng noderni zing dictators with
| sl am st \223presi dents\224 who will soon be Muslimdictators.

Negotiating with totalitarians just postpones the inevitable, as we |earned when
Nevill e Chanmberlain tried to negotiate with the Nazis. W are already at war, and if
we realize this, these newtotalitarians can also be defeated as were the | ast ones.
We are not going to see peace in our tine, but that is the price of freedom
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