Iran, Like Sone Here, Also Believes In Apocal yptic Mths.
Post ed On: Decenber 31, 1969

W live in atime of strange beliefs. The | atest cones fromlran. Although a country

wi th skyscrapers, netro subways, and nucl ear aspirations, their |eaders believe in
sorcery. The conflict between obnoxi ous President Mahnoud Ahnadi nej ad and the

\ 223Suprenme Leader\ 224 Ayatol | ah Khanmenei has now produced a spate of arrests; 25 people,
associ ated with Ahmadi nejad’s Chief of Staff, Mashaei, have been accused of being

\ 223magi ci ans who evoke djinns\224 (evil spirits)-yes, |ike the ones who conme out of
bottl es found on beaches.

They are accused of using \223supernatural powers\224 to further Ahmadi nejad s policies.
One of the arrested nen, Abbas Ghaffari, was described as a man with special skills
i n met aphysi cs and connections wi th \223unknown worl ds.\224 One hardline cleric, Ayatolla

Yazdi, warned that disobeying the suprene | eader - who has the ultimate power in Iran
- is equivalent to "apostasy from God."

Ahrmadi nej ad professes to believe a Shiite nyth, the \223hi dden i mam 224 (the Mahdi), the
sainted | ast descendent of the Prophet Mbhanmad s son-in-law, Ali, who \223di sappeared

\ 224

centuries ago and will cone back to end the world. Ahmadinejad and his arrested

col | eagues say they have \223docunentary evi dence,\224 shown in a film that the USis
trying to prevent the return of the Mahdi. The Ayatoll ahs do not want Ahmadi nejad to
control the Mahdi |egend, which has too much popul ar appeal to leave it for the
uneducated wi thout clerical control. They take seriously what we nake fun of (the May

21 apocal ypse that didn't happen).

It is difficult to determine who is worse in this story: the Ayatollah or the
President. It appears that Ahmadinejad’'s faction is trying to rid itself of the
clerical governnent altogether, and rule as a fascist dictatorship. The Ayatollah and
his faction do not want to give up their dictatorial control, particularly because
they can al ways condemm opponents as bei ng \223agai nst God.\ 224

Q her issues are also roiling Iranian society. Along with beating down any di ssi dent
novenents, such as those that followed the [ast fraudul ent el ection, the governnent
i s using what demagogues al ways use (both there and here): cultural issues. What
worren wear and what they cover up or reveal is back on the front burner. But there
is a newtarget for these fanatics: dogs as pets. A couple of years ago, the
Ayat ol | ah conpl ai ned that nen have pets and walk themin the park to attract girls.
That conpl ai nt has now gone theol ogical. |slamhas an unaccountable |oathing for
dogs; there are now plans to forbid all dog ownership; confiscation is underway.

The Revol utionary Guard, begun as an alternate army loyal to the Ayatoll ahs, has
become a major force in the country, accunul ating weal th, denmandi ng bribery, and
threatening all who cross them For the nonent, they are loyal to the Ayatollah (not
to the President); but one hears stories of internal stresses within this
institution. There is already a generational split between the ignorant fathers and
their now educated chil dren.

The ol der Guards are fighting back. They are shutting down all hunmanities prograns in
the universities-literature, history, sociol ogy, anthropol ogy-for being in conflict
with traditional values and Islam These disciplines are considered an infiltration
of \223western\224 ideas. (Isn’t nuclear technol ogy a western idea?)

It is amazing to see this once nodernizing country under attack by | eaders who are
fanatical, ignorant, and violent. And lest one think this is sone sort of true
religious quarrel, consider how nuch of their ill-gotten nbney has gone abroad-nostly
into Swi ss banks. Even when the |ate Ayatollah Khoneini, author of the Islamc
Revol uti on, had heart problens, he did not drink the ink dissolved froma page of the
Koran, as he urged others; he brought in an Austrian heart surgeon.

As Iran grows nore strapped for noney, Ahmadinejad is cutting off subsidies of bread
and fuel to the poor, who are beginning to denonstrate in front of governnent
buildings. It is not the young and educated who can bring down a governnment in
denonstrations; it is the nerchants and | abor unions, particularly the oil field

| abor uni ons.

Bonbi ngs and assassi nations are going on all over Iran---perhaps the end gane for the
I sl ami ¢ Revol ution?
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